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recording film are detected by subtracting the signal 
detected from the reflected light of the centrifugal 
direction from the polarized wave of the rotational 
direction. 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To double storage capacity 

without changing the size or the recording density of a COPYRIGHT: (C)1998,JPO 

recording medium by providing recording films on which 

pits are formed in two layers and discriminating the 

presence or absence of pits of recording films of 

respective layers with planes of polarization of 

reflected lights. 

SOLUTION: A semitransmission type aluminum reflection 
film 1 is provided on the recording film of an optical 
disk (CD) and a polarizing layer 4 having a polarization 
characteristic in the rotational direction of the 
optical disk is provided between first and second 
aluminum reflection films 1, 2. Consequently, a 
reflection from the first reflection film 1 becomes a 
reflected light having no polarization characteristic 
and also a reflection from the second reflection film 2 
becomes the reflected light polarized in the rotational 
direction. Then, the pit information of the first 
recording film are detected by detecting the reflected 
lights of the optical disk every plane of polarization 
of the rotational direction and a centrifugal direction 
and by detecting the polarized wave of the centrifugal 
direction. Moreover, the pit information of the second 
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